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| The EYES of 
the WORLD 


are on 


AMERICA 


By 
George A. Williams 


NCE again, as in the time of the 

founding of this Republic, are the 
eyes of the world focused on the United 
States of America. The history of civil 
government is a recital of one long- 
continued struggle to secure the enjoy- 
ment of the natural, inherent rights a 
just God designed men should enjoy. 
Through the long ages of the past the 
challenge has been to establish a govern- 
ment founded upon human rights. 

The answer of America to that chal- 
lenge was the written Constitution and 
the Supreme Court. The Constitution 
plainly and emphatically sets forth the 
inherent rights of man, which it declares 
shall never be denied nor abridged by 
any power. The Constitution is the 
highest authority in the land, save the 
people themselves. The Supreme Court 
stands as the watchman and guardian of 
the constitutional rights of the people, 
safeguarding the Constitution from at- 
tacks and from nullification. 

Attacks both insidious and venomous 
have from time to time been made upon 
the Constitution and the Supreme Court, 
but throughout our history these greatest 
of American institutions have preserve: 
inviolate the ideals of the founders of 
our government. Foes from without and 
from within have been unable to dislodge 
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one stone of the structure. The nations 
of the world are watching with intense 
interest the present trend of affairs in 
the United States as affecting the Con- 
stitution and the Supreme Court, and 
the progress made by those forces seek- 
ing to change our present form of gov- 
ernment. And one is led to wonder if 
the statement of Premier Baldwin of 
England expressed the general feeling, 
when, in June of this year, while dis- 
cussing the world situation, he said, 
“The preservation of liberty now rests 
with Great Britain.” 

It cannot be too often stated that 
the United States, in the providence 
of God, gave birth to civil liberty. 
Until the founding of this Republic and 
the adoption of its Constitution, no na- 
tion had eyer secured to its people the 
fullest enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty. These rights, as the heritage of 
all who should live under the Stars and 
Stripes, were incorporated in that Magna 
Charta of human rights, the Constitu- 
tion, of which document the great Eng- 
lish statesman, William E. Gladstone, 
said: “The American Constitution is the 
most wonderful work ever struck off at a 
given time by the brain and purpose of 
man.” 

For a century and a,half the United 
States has stood as the foremost exponent 
and defender of human rights and lib- 
erties. Notwithstanding the marvelous 
benefits and blessings accruing to us as 
a people under our form of government, 
blessings such as the world had never 
before witnessed, and which have in 
large measure affected for good the 
whole world, yet today we find a decided 
drift away from the old moorings. The 
sacredness of property and of business 
rights, of freedom of speech and of the 
press, is called in question, and people 
who have never given thought to such 
things are startled out of their com- 
placeney and are becoming alarmed. 

In a recent address, former President 
Hoover said, “Liberty is attacked from 
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IN referring to the cher- 
ished document of human 
rights that has been the 
cornerstone of American 
progress for nearly one 
hundred and fifty years, 
William E. Gladstone, the 
great English statesman, 
once said, ‘‘The American 
Constitution is the most 
wonderful work ever struck 
off at a given time by the 
brain and purpose of man.’ 

Let men beware, lest in 
their assaults upon the 
foundations of a free gov- 
ernment they bring to de- 
struction the finest handi- 
work of man, and so 
exchange liberty for op- 
pression. 





within and from without.” Those who 
speak lightly of the Constitution would 
do well to remember that it is not so 
much a form of government as it is a 
galaxy of truths and right principles, 
which age does not affect. They never 
grow old. Truth is the same today as 
it was a century and a half ago, and it 
shines the brighter as the present-day 
darkness gathers round it. It is well to 
recall, also, that the Constitution was 
written by a group of men, the greatest 


statesmen the world has ever known, 


among whom we find the names of 
Washington, Hamilton, Madison, Morris, 
Franklin, Sherman, Pinckney, and Car- 
roll. Many men of equal wisdom and 
wise statesmanship are not found in 


our land today. 
Calvin Coolidge once said: “The Con- 


stitution of the United States is the final 
refuge of every right enjoyed by any 
American citizen. So long as it is ob- 
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Drafting the Declaration of Independence. The Figures in the Painting Are, 
Left to Right, Robert Livingston, John Adams, Roger Sherman (standing), 


Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin. 


served, these rights are secure. When- 
ever it falls into disrepute or disrespect, 
the end of orderly government is at 
hand. The Constitution represents a 
government of law. Americans must 
take their choice between the two. One 
signifies justice and liberty, the other 
tyranny and oppression. To live under 
the Constitution is the greatest political 
privilege that was ever accorded the 
human race.” 

Sound, sober thinking men fear that 
we are even now in the swift-running 
stream that leads to national disintegra- 
tion, that “the end of orderly, organized 
government” is in the offing, near at 
hand. Let men beware, lest in their 
assaults upon the foundations of a free 
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government they bring to destruction 
the finest handiwork of man, and so ex- 
change liberty and freedom for tyranny 
and oppression. 
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Argentina Pleads for Religious 
Liberty 


BY AN ARGENTINE STATESMAN 


_ liberal spirit of the founders of 
the Argentine nationality appears in 
all its largeness and clairvoyance in the 
assembly of 1813, which put the symbol 
of democracy where before had been the 
effigy of kings, which abolished the In- 
quisition and persecution, which de- 
clared the state to be independent of all 
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ecclesiastical power, which secularized 
the cemeteries, prohibited the importa- 
tion of slaves, encouraged commerce and 
immigration, and gave impulse to public 
schools. 

Having overthrown the reign of tyr- 
anny, in the year 1853 the new republic 
held a Constitutional Assembly, in which 
they reaffirmed the liberal tendency in 
Argentina in the discussion and the de- 
cision they arrived at with regard to the 
relation that should exist between the 
state and the Catholic Church. Two 
suggestions were discussed by the mem- 
bers of the Assembly. One was that the 
Catholic religion be declared the only 
true religion, and that this religion be 
adopted and supported by the state. 
Another proposal was that the Catholic 
religion simply be supported by the 
state. This last proposal, which made 
the least concession to the church, was 
adopted. And why ?—Because the Con- 
stitutional Assembly did not meet as a 
council, but as a political assembly thor- 
oughly convinced that religious toler- 
ance was indispensable to the progress 
of our country. 

With the work of Sarmiento, Roca, 
and Juarez Celman, the liberal evolution 
in Argentina took a new and important 
step forward. Teachers brought from 
the United States instilled into the pub- 
lic schools new methods and a new 
spirit; the important educational law 
passed in 1884 established the free, ob- 
ligatory common school system for the 
laity. The civil registry and the civil 
marriage law that came a year later gave 
to our country a clear and definite lay- 
men seal. To complete this inevitable 
evolution we yet have to sanction a di- 
vorce law and the separation of church 
and state. With these two reforms the 
Argentine liberal cycle will be complete. 

No one should be disturbed by this 
liberal evolution in Argentina; instead, 
it would be better to favor it. Nearly 
all the nations of the world have trod 
this way before us, including Latin 
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America. The Catholic Church has al- 
ready been separated from the state in 
Cuba, Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil, Chile, 
and Uruguay. In the United States of 
North America this separation existed in 
fact during many years, as necessary to 
liberty of conscience, but this separation 
assumed a legal aspect when the United 
States won their freedom from England, 
and declared in their Constitution that 
“Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof.” 

The separation of the chureh and the 
state is not an attack on religion. Only 
under a regimen of separation can pure 
religious sentiment be guaranteed, as 
the church is left free from any regula- 
tion by the state, and it also places in- 
dividual belief or religion where it will 
suffer no ecclesiastical pressure. In the 
United States the separation has not 
been a victory for atheism over religion, 
but it has resulted in a victory of a reli- 
gious individualism which has risen up 
to oppose any and every violation of 
conscience, either by the state or by 
ecclesiastical authorities. This has also 
been the case in the British dominions 
and the Canton of Geneva. 

The greatest assurance of life to any 
religion is absolute independence from 
the state governments. When the Ro- 
man Empire was overthrown, religion 
staggered. But when Russia of the 
ezars was overthrown, the church, united 
with the state, fell with the fall of the 
government. In Spain the church has 
also received a rude blow. 

Catholic Argentines, let us separate 
once and for all what men have united, 
as a result of yielding to sentiments dia- 
metrically opposed to true religion. 


THE kingdom of God cannot be ush- 
ered into this world through the gateway 
of politics and social reform legislation 
any more than by church bazaars and 
free clinies. 
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~ , “Gop grant that our ship of state may be guided 


through the channel of democracy” safely past the 





rocks of autocracy. 


To Avoid Disaster, We Must Follow the Course Charted by the Founders of the Republic. 


The Trend of Our Times 


OULD a man 

from Mars, 
with unpreju- 
diced mind, tell us his 
impressions of our twen- 
tieth-century, topsy-turvy world, what 
a tale it would be! A civilization, ex- 
ulting in its conquests in the realm of 
science, glorying in its achievements in 
the art of living, and at the same time 
plunging recklessly into an inferno of 
hate and jealousy and revenge, could 
hardly be called sane. What would the 
man from Mars say to a world which 
entered its twentieth-century laboratory 
of superscience lustily singing the song 
of peace, but came out of that laboratory 
loaded with the deadliest weapons of 
war and breathing forth the explosives 
of intense hate? 

We cannot forget the turn of the 
century and the universal call to a 
millennium of peace. The golden age of 
peace and prosperity had come. The 
millennium was just around the corner. 
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BODES EVIL 


By Varner J. Johns 


Science had van- 
quished the gaunt 
specters of war, 
famine, and _ pestilence. 
The long-looked-for era 
of “peace on earth, good will toward 
men” was almost here. 

Then came the crash. A shot, heard 
round the world, echoed through four 
years of darkness and despair. Twen- 
tieth-century idealism was ruthlessly 
trampled under the iron heel of brutal- 
itv. However dark those dark days, the 
beacon light of hope still shone from the 
hearts of men. America entered the con- 
flict. America, born in the struggle of 
humanity for freedom ; America, cradled 
in the New World idealism; America, 
grown into full stature as the defender 
of human rights, sounded the challeng- 
ing ery, “To make the world safe for 
democracy.” And the flower of our 
youth took the banner of idealism and 
earried it onto the blood-soaked battle- 
fields of the Old World. 
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In 1918 the war was over. But some 
things were not over, over there. Racial 
hatreds were more bitter, jealousies and 
rivalries more intense. Sullen discon- 
tent smoldered away in the voleano of 
hate. War, like sin, pays its wages in 
full. And the staggering, crushing war 
debts were the least of the wages paid 
by the god of war. 

The very soul of civilization was sick. 
Men were bewildered, perplexed, fear- 
ful. Governments were unequal to the 
task of rehabilitation. When the soul 
of a man or of a nation is gone, there is 
left but a broken body cowering before 
the demon of defeat. Europe was ripe 
for revolution—for anything. Strange 
things began to happen. Russia turned 
Red. The big Bear of the north was 
shackled with communism. Not satisfied 
with the conquest of a nation, the Reds 
planned to revolutionize the world. Ap- 
parently, democracy on the Continent 
was doomed. 

Then stranger things began to happen. 
A world that had been made safe for 
democracy(?) turned with open arms 
to autocracy. Superstates, where every 
man, woman, and child is a cog in a 
military machine, are the order of the 
(lay. We are living in a new world, but 
it is not a democratic world. Cwsar is 
on the throne, democracy on the seaffold. 
Will the next war be fought to make the 
world safe for dictators? The twentieth- 
century limited has rounded the third 
corner of the century, but Rome, and 
not Utopia, is before us. 


While plays and counterplays of the 
greatest magnitude were being made 
upon the postwar checkerboard of Eu- 
rope, America, delirious with unparal- 
leled prosperity, was taking a grand and 
glorious joy ride. Riotous pleasure and 
reckless plunging were a part of our 
delirium. With staggering suddenness 
came the rude awakening. The joy ride 
ended on the rocks. The depression 
blues was the song “hit” of 1930—and 
it hit us hard. Would the depression 
end in destruction? America’s millions 
joined the world army of the fearful. 
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“Distress and perplexity” was written 
with indigo ink upon our ledger. Proud 
and boastful America was humbled in 
the dust of despondency. 

Then came the New Deal. America 
was ready for any experiment that would 
spell recovery, for millions were joining 
the ranks of the unemployed, millions 
more were sitting upon the ragged edge 
of bankruptcy. ’Tis a herculean task to 
lift humanity out of the bog of world 
depression. There is so much of sin and 
sordid selfishness in this old world of 
ours, that it is well-nigh impossible for 
any man or any group of men to bring 
order out of chaos, prosperity out of 
adversity, righteousness out of iniquity. 
To change conditions, humanity must 
have a new heart. And for such a step 
humanity is unready and unwilling to 
get ready. 

There are conditions which appear 
upon the surface of society, whose roots 
intertwine in a maze of inextricable diffi- 
culty. It is not too much to say that it 
is beyond the powers of man to right 
many of the wrongs which are rooted in 
the very nature of humanity and of our 
modern civilization. A “new deal” may 
sharpen the edge of public opinion, the 
surface growth of weeds may be cut 
down, but a regrowth denser and dead- 
lier will inevitably spring up. As long 
as the roots of selfishness, greed, duplic- 
ity, and injustice are woven and inter- 
woven beneath the surface, no superman 
can dig them out. 

It may savor of pessimism to say that 
the conditions of our modern world bor- 
der on the hopeless. Never has the train 
of history been so far away and travel- 
ing so fast from the station Utopia. The 
ery of distress and perplexity is never 
stilled. The call for peace and security 
is never hushed. Discouragement and 
distrust are disheartening symptoms of 
our disillusionment. Although multi- 
plied billions are spent in a desperate 
effort to stay the tide of depression, 
yet the most conservative statistics re- 
port that the number of families on 
relief rose from 2,600,000 in February, 
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Because of a well- 
nigh universal desire 
for peace, the leading 
statesmen of the na- 
tions of the world have 
held many peace con- 
gresses and disarma- 
mentconferences. They 
have signed numerous 
treaties of peace and 
amity. 

But in spite of all 
this desire and labor 
for peace, the gaunt 
specter of war and op- 
pression hangs omi- 
nously over all lands. 


ST UUM ULLAL 


U. @U.. N.Y. 


1934, to 4,485,000 in February, 1935. 

Of sincere efforts toward recovery, 
there can be nothing but commendable 
praise. Every man and organization of 
men should put a shoulder to the wheel 
of industry in such a time as this. But 
woe unto us if we barter away our most 
precious and priceless possession—our 
democracy. Men may endure hardship 
and privation, want and even starvation, 
but they cannot endure the loss of lib- 
erty. Our forefathers sought liberty in 
the Western wilderness, and they bought 
it with their own blood as the price. 
That which men toiled through centuries 
of oppression to gain, may be lightly lost 
in a night of carelessness. 

That there has been a decided depar- 
ture from the ideas and ideals of yvester- 
day, is unquestioned. The question is, 
Does the end sought justify the means 
used? Under the guise of “emergency 
legislation,” the Federal Government en- 
tered a new domain. The gold of the 
nation was appropriated to the state; 
the gold clause in contracts was nulli- 
fied; the dollar was devaluated ; codes, 
formulated by and for the benefit of 
special groups, were given by executive 
order the force of laws; hours of labor, 
wages of labor, prices of commodities, 
were fixed at Washington; compulsory 
limitation of output voted by “inside” 
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groups, established for these groups a 
complete monopoly. 

Our fear lies in this, that in the face 
of attempting to meet the emergency of 
unusual conditions by emergency legisla- 
tion of doubtful value, we may find our- 
selves committed to ruinous plans and 
policies. It is easier to avoid the pitfalls 
than to extricate ourselves once we are 
in. The danger of paternalism in gov- 
ernment ought to be known by every 
lover of liberty. Our American struggle 
for independence is a story of liberty 
dearly bought. Why barter that price- 
less possession away for some panacea 
of security ? 

A dangerous precedent has been set. 
We have become accustomed to regimen- 
tation, and custom leads to law. When 
will the “emergency” which gave plau- 
sibility to the assumption of war-time 
governmental powers end? When will 
America retrace her steps to the old 
governmental paths? It is the opinion 
of many that the “emergency” will never 
end, the return will never come. Amer- 
ica is treading softly along the road to 
the left. We are following—afar off it 
is true, but following nevertheless—the 
nations of Eurppe. The cult of the su- 
perstate has become our cult. The leftist 
bacillus is in our blood. 

If we mistake not, America is still 
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floundering in the deep waters of diffi- 
culty. Unemployment, privation, want, 
are still haunting us with foreboding 
and fear. The ominous rumblings of 
national hatred and rivalry are still 
heard in the land. There is an ever- 
present danger, that in a moment of ex- 
tremity we may turn with outstretched 
arms to some theory of governmental 
control that will destroy every vestige 
of our heritage of liberty. 

We have no words of criticism for the 
failure of any man or any party of men 
to extricate humanity from the bog into 
which it has fallen. We are convinced 
that a divine hand is needed in this 
emergency of world perplexity. More- 
over, we are convinced that in the very 
nature of things God cannot extend a 
helping hand to a world which is un- 
repentant of its sordid selfishness. Our 
fear for America is that she may forsake 
the pathway over which her liberty- 
loving founders trod, and take one of 
the many bypaths. 

There is a more serious consideration 
for the readers of Liperty than the in- 
vasion of the economic or social life of 
the people by the state. Our greatest 


THE people of the earth desire peace, but 
the present world-wide preparations for war 
and the arming of the nations portend, not 
peace, but distress and calamity. 

The World War was fought “to make the 
world safe for democracy,” but democracy 
was never in greater peril than it is today. 

In times such as these may democratic 
America guard well her heritage of freedom, 
and refuse to trample upon the inherent rights 
of her citizens. 


danger is in the realm of religion. The 
philosophy of the superstate makes pos- 
sible the invasion of religious rights, 
rights that are sacred and blood-bought. 
It was so in the past; it is so today. 
Witness the daring attempt to regiment 
the people of Germany into a religion 
formulated by a group and foreed upon 
every group. Germany, remember, was 
the cradle of the Reformation. It is a 
long, long step from Germany’s Refor- 
mation to Germany’s Religious Regimen- 
tation. And yet the coup that brought 
about the drastic change was startlingly 
swift. 

For America there is cause for worry, 
if not for alarm. The motives of the 
men at the helm of our ship of state can- 
not be questioned. But it is a serious 
step to turn from the course charted by 
the founders of the Republic. Other 
men will take the helm, and who knows 
the rocks and reefs ahead ? 

Who knows? Fortunately, there is a 
Guidebook that has given us a prophetic 
picture of the future. In this book is 
a portrayal of a power which bound 
the consciences of men for more than 
a thousand years, and which received 
in the Reformation a “deadly wound.” 
But, says Bible prophecy, that “deadly 
wound” shall be “healed.” The eyes of 
the world will turn for guidance to the 
man who is enthroned upon the city of 
the seven hills. One by one the nations 
of earth are turning in their extremity 


(Continued on page 29) 
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AFTER MURAL IN LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


ELIHU VEDDER. ARTIST 


DIVINE and HUMAN 


HE theory of 

civil legislation 
upon religious 
duties and questions 
is radically opposed 
to the teaching of 
the Scriptures of divine truth, which 
declare positively that “every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God.” 
Rom. 14:12. 

This text plainly asserts our account- 
ability to God. From other scriptures 
we learn the scope of this accountabil- 
ity; that it has reference, first, to our 
duty toward God; secondly, to our duty 
toward our fellow man. The first and 
great commandment of the law is, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind ;” “and the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” And our Lord adds, “On these 
two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” Matt. 22:37, 38. 


All Sin Is Against God 


But while we have a duty toward our 
fellow man, failure to perform that duty 
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By C. P. Bollman 


is not, aS we some- 


Govern ment times loosely say, 


sin against man, but 
is sin against God. 
It is God’s law that 
defines our duty 
toward our fellows, and the violation of 
that law is sin. “Whosoever committeth 
sin,” says the apostle, “transgresseth also 
the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law”—the divine law, of course; and 
so in the fifty-first psalm we find David 
confessing to God the wrong done to 
Uriah in these words: “Against Thee. 
Thee only, have I sinned.” The wrong 
was done to a man; the sin was against 
God; and to God the transgressor was 
accountable. “So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God,” 
both for our sins against God and for 
our wrongs to our fellow men. All sin 
is, without qualification, against God. 
And He it is who “shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil.” Eccl. 12:14; see also 
Keel. 11:9. 
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God the Only Moral Governor 


God is the great and only moral gov- 
ernor. To Him, and Him alone, every 
soul is morally responsible. In the 
very nature of things this could not 
be otherwise; because to permit any 
power whatever to come between the 
soul and God would be to destroy in- 
dividual responsi- 
bility to God. 


Man the Conservator 
of His Own Rights 


But man is a 
social as well as a 
moral being; and 
as such he is en- 


dowed with “cer- In the Borders of America 





not the fear of God before them. This 
authoritative safeguard to liberty and 
natural rights, Gud [who sends His rain 
upon the just and upon the unjust] has 
given to man. Its benefits accrue alike 
to the righteous and to the wicked. The 
powers of civil government are exer- 
cised alike by and for Jew and Gentile, 
pagan and Chris- 
tian. Hence civil 
government is not 
in any sense Chris- 
tian, but is human- 
itarian, that is, it 
is given for the 
good of the race. 
It must be at 
once apparent that 


tain inalienable 
rights;” to him 
God has committed 
the preservation 
of these rights 
by means of civil 
government. This 
truth is_ thus 
expressed in the 
American Declara- 
tion of Independ- 
ence: 

“We hold these 
truths to be self 
evident: that all men 
are created equal; 
that they are endowed, 
by their Creator, with 
certain inalienable 
rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of 
happiness. That to 
secure these rights 


governments are instituted among men, deriv- 


By Harotp L. GraHam 


In the borders of America 
Lies a land of beauty rare, 
And the ties of true devotion 
Knit each son and daughter there; 
There's the flag of freedom flying 
Over all who will be free, 
In the borders of America; 
Blessed land of liberty. 


In the borders of America, 
Every one must stand the test. 
From the rugged Eastern coast line, 
To the Empire of the West, 
For the Stars and Stripes are flying 
To remind the great and small, 
In the borders of America 


There’s an equal chance for all. 


In the borders of America, 
Men may worship as they please, 
And the love of home and country 
Draws the millions to their knees. 
Every foe of joy and freedom, 
Who displays an iron hand 
In the borders of America, 
Must be driven from the land. 


He has given us. 


there is nothing 
necessarily evil 
either in civil gov- 
ernment or in its 
administration 
and use. God feeds 
and clothes us by 
ordaining means 
whereby we may 
secure food and 
clothing. Our nat- 
ural wants are sel- 
dom supplied by 
miraculous _ inter- 
position. It is only 
in eases of great 
emergency that the 
Lord interposes 
for us. 

We glorify God 
in the proper use 
of the means which 


Marriage, one of the 








ing their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” 


To disregard these rights or to trample 
upon them is to wrong our fellow men, 
and so to sin against God. The sin, if 
not repented of and forgiven, God will 
punish in His own time; the wrong may 
be dealt with by our fellows in their 
organized capacity as a state. And it 
is this fact that restrains from deeds of 
violence and injustice, many who have 
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Creator’s best gifts to man, is often per- 
verted and abused; but this fact does 
not vitiate the marriage institution. In 
like manner, civil government, ordained 
of God to be a blessing, and specially to 
the people of God, that they “may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
ness and honesty,” is often abused and 
made the engine of oppression. But it 


(Continued on page 26) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


The State Capitol Building in Columbus, Ohio 


Should a State Be TAXED 
to SUPPORT a 
Church’s Religious Schools ? 


EADERS of this 

magazine will re- 
member that in 1933 
Governor White of Ohio called a special 
session of the 90th General Assembly 
of his State. Among other things to 
be considered was the serious situation 
which confronted the public schools. 
The depression had affected the funds 
of the parochial schools also. It was 
necessary to appropriate State funds to 
aid schools in many places, since local 
funds were exhausted. Supporters of 
these church schools attempted to get 
State aid for them, and used all the 
influence they could bring to bear to 
achieve this end; but the special session 
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By H. H. Votaw 


adjourned without grant- 
ing aid to either State or 
parochial schools. 

Catholies did not consider the matter 
settled, and Senator Waldvogel declared 
that he was “confident that the appro- 
priation difficulties would be reconsid- 
ered.” When the legislature met in reg- 
ular session early in 1934, the attempt to 
secure State aid was renewed. Two mil- 
lion dollars was asked for one year, but 
the measure was defeated. 

In the October 7, 1934, issue of the 
Sunday Visitor (Catholic), the editor re- 
ported that Bishop Schrembs of Cleve- 
land had declared, “The situation for 
school relief is not ended, despite the 
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fact that aid was refused by the last 
legislature.” 

It is commonly reported that prior 
to the election of 1934, Mr. Davey, 
Democratic candidate for governor, had 
pledged his efforts to secure State aid 
for the Catholic parochial schools. The 
1935 legislature was soon facing a bill 
similar to the two which had been de- 
feated. An attempt was made to secure 
the support of the Protestants by in- 
cluding a provision that would give 
$2,000,000 to certain denominational col- 
leges. Three million dollars was asked 
for parochial schools. Though the lead- 
ing colleges which would have benefited 
financially by the passage of the measure 
were quick to declare that they did not 
believe State funds should be given to 
chureh schools, and said they would re- 
fuse this aid if offered to them, the 
Catholies pressed their fight for State 
aid. 

In spite of the opponents, the State 
Senate passed the bill by a vote of 17 
to 15. The Hon. Robert A. Pollock, of 
Stark County, made the only speech in 
opposition to the measure. In the course 
of his speech he declared that Governor 
Davey “has been moving heaven and 
earth to have this bill passed,’ and 
added, “Various members have told me 
of the tremendous pressure the governor 
has put on them to put this bill across.” 


When the bill reached the House, it 
was defeated by the decisive margin of 
86 to 42. That members of the House 
felt the pressure as did those of the 
Senate was evident by the statement 
made by Representative Maxwell of De- 
fiance, who said, “This bill means an end 
to any political ambitions I have got, no 
matter which way I vote.” Representa- 
tive Gallagher, in opening the debate on 
the parochial school bill, denied that the 
money would be used for church pur- 
poses or any other purpose except main- 
tenance of schools. He said: 

“The Catholic people of Ohio—one 
sixth of the population—are looking to 
you for help in this hour of great dis- 
tress. Won’t you give us what we gave 
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you yesterday [referring to the vote by 
which funds were provided for the pub- 
lie schools]? Won’t you give my boy 
and girl the same opportunity we gave 
your boy and girl?” 

Those who replied pointed out clearly 
that they were perfectly willing to give 
the Catholic boys and girls the same 
treatment that all other school children 
receive. No one denied that the State 
should provide education for all its chil- 
dren, but opponents of the scheme to aid 
parochial schools all said that if the 
Catholic Church was unable to maintain 
its church schools and would send its 
children to the public schools, they 
would vote any necessary amount to 
care for such children. 

The defeat which this bill suffered 
would seem to be decisive, but it ap- 
pears that leaders of the Catholic 
Church are not satisfied, and measures 
are already being taken to ensure an- 
other attempt for State aid when the 
legislature again convenes. It appears 
the Catholic Church has definitely made 
the State of Ohio a battleground, and is 
prepared to wage an unceasing battle to 
secure tax-raised public funds for the 
support of the church’s religious sehools. 

The lines are drawn tight. We believe 
our Catholic friends, for whom we wish 
nothing but good, are mistaken in their 
ideas concerning the use of tax funds for 
the benefit of a religious body, and that 
eontinued agitation of this matter will 
arouse a bitterness of feeling that ill 
befits Christians, either Catholic or 
Protestant. 

ss rs rs 


Tue church cannot produce a warless 
world by legislation, leagues of peace, 
covenants, pacts, treaties, and disarma- 
ment conferences, any more than it can 
by the same means prevent famines, 
earthquakes, and voleanie eruptions. 


B= Ss 


IT is just as necessary for a govern- 
ment to have fixed ideals and be gov- 
erned thereby, as it is for a motorcar 
to have a motor and run thereby. 
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“Render to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are God's.” 


The Wrong Use of POWER 


INCE the fall of By A. J. Clark God points out the way, 


man, sin has pre- 
vailed in our world. In 
every generation and in every part of 
the world, men have done that which 
was contrary to the will of God. It is 
also true that in every age, God has had 
men and women that hated evil and 
loved righteousness. Until the Creator 
blots sin from the universe, these two 
classes will always exist. Therefore 
there will always be a controversy be- 
tween these forces. 

Man naturally is sinful, therefore the 
natural course of man is downward, in 
the path of least resistance. For this 
reason we can expect sin to increase, 
becoming more and more prevalent as 
time goes on. 

Man sometimes wonders why God has 
permitted sin, why He does not imme- 
diately ,blot sin and sinners from His 
universe. Why does not God use the 
power of force to do away with sin in 
the heart of man and compel him to do 
His will? 

God has given to every man the power 
of choice, and we become members of 
His family because we choose to be. 
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He convicts, He pleads. 

Men suffer for sin, and 
in the end die. They learn and they 
know that sin has but one goal. 

God also holds out many precious 
promises to the faithful. They have a 
peace of mind and a reward in this 
world, and a promise of another and 
better world to come. He says, “Come 
now, and let us reason together: . . 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow.” “Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear My voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with Me.” 

God would “have all men. . . come 
unto the knowledge of the truth,” and 
be saved. He gave His Son that “who- 
soever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” God 
leads, but He does not drive; He pleads, 
but He does not force. 

When Christ was about to leave this 
world and return to the Father, He gave 
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a commission to His followers: “Go, 
preach the gospel” to every nation, kin- 
dred, tongue, and people. He promised 
them power, for He said, “Ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto Me.” He also promised that 
that power should be with men even unto 
the end. 

We have reached a wicked age. Crime 
is becoming more and more prevalent. 
It is evident that men generally have 
forgotten God. When we see this on- 
rush of evil, if we are simply men of 
good morals, with no definite connection 
with God, we deplore the evil, and de- 
sire to see some steps taken to bring 
about a change. 

There are two mighty powers which 
God has given to His children to bring 
this about. One is the power of influ- 
ence. An example of proper living is 
the most powerful rebuke that can be 
given to sin. If we know that some spe- 
cific sin is increasing and drawing men 
farther into evil, our first duty is to 
show by our life the opposite course, 
and reveal the peace and joy that come 
with doing right. 

Then again there is the power of 
preaching. As the opportunity affords 
we can point out the advantages of do- 
ing right and the promises made to the 
faithful. We can show the consequences 
of an evil course. 

If we cannot win them by these, we 
ean never get them by any other means. 

God has also placed two institutions in 
the world to direct .men in the right 
course, and to correct the evil so preva- 
lent. One is the church, the other the 
state. Each has its specific place in 
society, and each has its method of op- 
eration. Neither can accomplish its 
aims by using the methods of the other. 
Therefore these institutions should be 
kept separate. 

Man is endowed with certain rights. 
He has a right to live. He has a right to 
acquire and hold property. He has a 
right to provide an education and means 
of enjoyment, also employment for him- 
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self and the members of his family. He 
is to be protected in these rights; and 
it is the prerogative of the state to pro- 
vide this protection. It is the duty of 
the state to govern men in their relation- 
ship one with the other. 

To accomplish this work governments 
are formed, made up of legislators, jur- 
ists, and executives to guarantee these 
rights. The government is to restrain 
and protect men in preserving the tran- 
quillity of society. The government 
may force men to behave, but it cannot 
force them to be good. The power of 
force is the power by which govern- 
ments proceed. 

The work of the church is a very dif- 
ferent work, and its aims are accom- 
plished in a very different manner. Its 
work is to lift men from the degradation 
of sin, to change the heart, and create in 
man a desire to do the thing that is 
right. It has a work to do that the state 
can never do. Its work is to bring a 
man into the right relationship with his 
God. Its aims are to make good men out 
of bad men, to plant in the heart right 
principles and desires in the place of 
evil tendencies. 

The church is to bring men into har- 
mony with heaven, and its power comes 
from heaven. It is the greatest power 
in the world. Being a heavenly power, 
it ean be used only by men who are 
themselves in right relationship with 
heaven. Men in this state are a power 
wherever they are, and any other force 
to them would only be weakness. They 
need no other force, for they have at 
their command the greatest of all forces. 
Both their preaching and their living 
work on human hearts and change men. 
The good then replaces the evil, and the 
desired results are achieved. Men are 
made better, society is made better, and 
even nations have been made better by 
this power in the hands of men and 
women who have themselves been trans- 
formed by its power. 

It is only when men have lost this 
power and have it no longer at their 

(Continued on page 27) 
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block with a Mormon temple or a Christian é 
church. t 
“But our boasted freedom of worship does 
I Sunday, July W. | | 
Gp Sentw- July if, Dr, Ralph _ not give a teacher in the public schools the 
Sockman delivered a radio address liberty to propagate any sectarian interpreta- ! 
through the facilities of the National tion of religion. It does not give any denomi- t 
Broadeasting Company, entitled, “The nation or sect freedom to secure special privi- é 
Right to Interfere.” This lecture, di- leges from the government or to exert special 1 
: , se ‘te. had ch of influence over legislation. We Americans would { 
vided into three PSE, ee: Se not allow any religious group, however much in 
sound sense in It. the majority it might be, to interfere with I 
For brevity’s sake we must pass by minority groups, however small they might be. 
the speaker’s references to the right of In short, we interpret our freedom of worship ] 
. ith th : as the right to interfere with any organization ¢ 
one man to interfere Ww ith another 1n which might seek to interfere with the others. ‘ 
matters pertaining to physical and men- “Thus we do recognize the right of inter- ; 
tal welfare, but we may with profit quote ference in behalf of our brothers’ spiritual, t 
from his statements concerning the right mental, and physical well-being. In fact, our t 
: ’ eo, 3 , very freedom depends on such interference. y 
7 interfere bans the spiritual el But saying all this, we have to admit that in e 
of another is involved. He asked, ave exercising this right we often seem to do more 
we the right to interfere when we think harm than good. Our brothering frequently 0 
our brothers’ spiritual welfare is at proves to be only bothering. If our Christian Q 
stake?” And in answering the query duty calls us to be our brother’s keeper in var- n 
s a “’ ious situations, we must learn to carry out that 
he said: duty in a more Christian spirit. Let us look 
“Once a Saul of Tarsus could assist at the then, for a moment, at this last task. I 
stoning of a Stephen for no other reason than “Tf there is truth in the old saying, ‘Think 
that the latter was corrupting the true worship. twice before you speak,’ there is even more | 
Once Spanish Inquisitors could hound heretics point in saying, ‘Think twice before you inter- t 
over Europe and burn them at the stake simply _ fere.’ s| 
because the latter were teaching contrary to the “The Christian must look to himself first be- sy 
established church. Once the state church of fore he essays to interfere with the life of an- h 
England could so interfere with the liberties of | other. He must take the beam out of his own e 
the Puritans that the latter found it desirable eye before he begins removing the mote out of ii 
to seek a haven in this Western world. And _ his brother’s eye. He must make sure that he 0 
then these Puritans of New England in turn _ sees straight before he rushes in to right the 
made life so uncomfortable for the dissenters activities and affairs of another. Too many of ii 
among them that a Roger Williams, for ex- us are like the fabled elephant which came 
ample, ran away to Rhode Island. across a nest of ostrich eggs. The sympathetic ; 
“Such religious interference would no longer elephant said to himself, ‘What an inhuman ; 
be tolerated. A Moslem mosque might be built mother to leave these eggs uncovered! No ' 
alongside Christ Church, of which I happen to doubt there are little ostriches in those eggs, F 
be pastor. A Buddhist shrine or a Society for and they will die unless I keep them warm.’ 1 
the Advancement of Atheism could share the (Continued on page 23) I 
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SUNDAY LAW ISSUE DEBATED 


Before Pennsylvania Legislators 


A PUBLIC hearing 
was held on May 


21, 1935, in the House , 

of Representatives of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature, before more than two thou- 
sand people, on House Bill No. 1703, 
granting the right of a referendum in 
the various counties and municipalities 
on the question of theatrical perform- 
ances and the operation of motion pic- 
ture shows on Sunday, now prohibited 
by the Sunday law of 1794. The Com- 
mittee of Law and Order, before which 
the hearing was conducted, had invited 
all the members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to be present and hear 
the arguments both for and against the 
bill. 

Dr. Forney, the secretary of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance of Pennsylvania, was in 
charge of the opposition, and Hon. Louis 
Schwartz, its author, was in charge of 
those who favored the bill. He requested 
the writer to organize the ministers who 
were in favor of religious liberty, so that 
each would speak on a different phase 
of the subject. A full official steno- 
graphic report was 


By C. S. Longacre 


other place where they are 
immediately next door to a 
church, and I cannot see how 
your committee could favor- 
ably recommend a measure that would permit 
the opening of moving picture shows near a 
place of worship.” 


If such an argument is sound and 
valid in civil law, then the State legisla- 
ture must not only protect the churches 
that worship on Sunday, but the ortho- 
dox Jews, the Seventh-day Adventists, 
the Seventh Day Baptists, and the 
Church of God, all of whom hold their 
services on the seventh day of the week, 
beginning Friday evening and ending 
Saturday evening at sunset. If Dr. For- 
ney’s argument is sound, all theaters and 
movie houses should be closed, not only 
on Sundays, but on Saturdays and 
Friday nights and on prayer meeting 
nights. All sects must stand, in justice, 
on an equality before the law. Other- 
wise, there would be special class legis- 
lation, unjust, unfair, and unconstitu- 
tional. 




















made. 
Dr. Forney said, in 
his opening remarks: 


“At a time when ten 
thousand churches are wor 
shiping, Sunday movies 
would be given at the same 
hour. I have in mind sev- 
eral locations where mov- 
ing pictures are directly 
opposite churches, and an- 








Representative Louis Schwartz, 
the Author of the Sunday Law 
Referendum Bill, Speaking at 
the Public Hearing, May 21, 
1935, in the Pennsylvania 
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Dr. Forney said further: 


“This bill is purely a piece of special legisla- 
tion because it picks out one business, and per- 
mits that business to be conducted for profit 
while other lines of business are denied that 
same right.” 


That is exactly what every Sunday 
law does which is now upon the civil 
statute books, and therefore such laws 
should all be repealed and all businesses 
be allowed to stand equal before the civil 
law. If ever there was a piece of special 
legislation enacted for a special class of 
religionists, it was when the first Sunday 
law was enacted in favor of their pe- 
culiar creed to the detriment and oppo- 
sition of other creeds, and it ill behooves 
a Sunday law advocate to claim that a 
bill which favors the exemption of one 
kind of business from the exactions of 
a Sunday observance law is class legis- 
lation, when the whole law is such. 

Dr. Forney claimed that among the 
organizations he represented were the 
Pennsylvania State Grange and the Anti- 
Saloon League. We know for a positive 
fact that the Pennsylvania State Grange 
at a State gathering passed a resolution 
favoring the repeal of the Sunday blue 
laws of Pennsylvania, and protested 
against the enactment of a Sunday law 
by Congress for the District of Colum- 
bia, and their resolution was published 
in this magazine. Likewise the Anti- 
Saloon League of America has repeat- 
edly refused to go on record favoring 
Sunday laws, and the Pennsylvania 
Anti-Saloon League is made up of a 
membership many of whom are strongly 
opposed to the Sunday laws of Penn- 
svlvania. 

W. C. T. U. Violates Own Platform 


Mrs. Ella Black, president of the 
W. C. T. U. of Pennsylvania, spoke next, 
and said in part: 

“We represent more than twenty thousand 
women in every one of the sixty-seven counties 
in Pennsylvania, and of every religious denomi- 
nation, and we hope that Bill No. 1703 will 
not pass.” 


The W. C. T. U. does represent “every 
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denomination,” and for that reason Mrs. 
Black, as president, violated her organ- 
ization’s own platform principles, be- 
cause a number of the denominations 
represented in the W. C. T. U. do not 
observe Sunday as holy time, and some 
which do are opposed to the Sunday blue 
laws of the State. The W. C. T. U. has 
a fine platform, which says it is a non- 
sectarian organization, and members of 
every denomination can join it without 
hesitation or being embarrassed, as the 
organization does not sponsor sectarian 
dogmas. Sunday observance is a sec- 
tarian dogma, and in favoring the en- 
forcement of this sectarian religious 
requirement Mrs. Black violated the 
platform principles of her own organ- 
ization. Mrs. Black further stated in 
her argument: 


“The Pennsylvania Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union believes that this bill is not loyal 
to God. We believe in the ten commandments, 
the fourth included.” 


Here Mrs. Black again went astray on 
facts. Many of the religious denomina- 
tions represented in the W. C. T. U. be- 
lieve that the ten commandments were 
nailed to the cross and blotted out, espe- 
cially the fourth commandment, which 
says that “the seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God; in it thou 
shalt not do any work.” These denomi- 
nations explicitly teach that the law of 
God is abolished. 


State Sunday School Association Covers 
Too Much Ground 


Dr. Robert Gotchall, who spoke next, 
said : 

“I represent today the Pennsylvania State 
Sunday School Association, working as a Penn- 
sylvania State Council of Christian Education. 
This council represents two million pupils in the 
various Sunday schools in the various denomi- 
nations of Pennsylvania. They through me 
would like to voice their opposition to the 
passage of House Bill No. 1703.” 


The galleries and the floor of the 
House of Representatives were packed, 
and many present were members of the 
Sunday schools of Pennsylvania. When 
asked if they wanted Sunday shows, they 
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thundered forth their approval by long 
and vigorous applause. Evidently Dr. 
Gotchall did not speak for all Sunday 
school members. 

Miss Jeanette Wilenski, a religious 
enthusiast, claimed she was speaking for 
the Independent Motion Picture Theater 
owners. She said: 

“The Independent Motion Picture Theater 
owner is overwhelmingly in the majority as un- 
alterably opposed to the opening of Sunday 
moving pictures. This bill is sponsored by the 
chains that own and operate 250 theaters in the 
State of Pennsylvania as against 800 that are 
independently owned.” 

At a subsequent hearing held before 
the Senate, the Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Theater owners sent several repre- 
sentatives, who stated that they had 
taken official action, and practically 
unanimously favored the repeal of the 
Sunday law governing Sunday shows. 


Church to Save the State 


The Rev. R. M. Blackwood stated 
that he, too, represented the Christian 
churches of the State, and he made the 
unique statement: 

“The Christian church ought to have some 
right in the State of Pennsylvania, not only for 
saving souls, but for the sake of saving the 
State. The business of the church is to make 
good citizens.” 


Christ said He came “to seek and to 
save that which was lost,” but He never 
said He came to save the Roman Empire. 
He told His apostles that they were to 
preach the gospel to all nations and 
make Christians, but He nowhere told 
them to make “good citizens.” A good 
Christian will be a good citizen nat- 
urally, but the mission of the church is 
to make good Christians, not good citi- 
zens. The church is to save the individ- 
ual, and not the state as an organization. 


The National Reform Association 


Rev. H. B. Mansell, of the National 
Reform Association, in referring to the 
motion pictures, said: 

“They come before you unclean, so unclean 
that the great Roman Catholic Church, for 
which I have had a great admiration, has had 
to exert its power in this land to try to clean 
that industry. It comes before you unclean, 
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not only in what it does, but in the methods 
that it uses.” 


What has that to do with Sunday 
pictures? If they are unclean on Sun- 
day, they are unclean on Monday, and 
on every other day, and do as much 
harm on one day as on another. The 
remedy is to make them clean on every 
day of the week, and not simply to pro- 
hibit them on Sunday because they are 
unclean. 

Dr. Wunderly, representing the Adult 
Bible Classes of Pennsylvania, spoke 
next, and said: 


“TI stand here this afternoon to tell you that 
God’s law still stands above man-made laws, 
and we cannot break down the laws that have 
been written by the hand of God, the ten com- 
mandments, and especially the fourth command- 
ment cannot be done away with. I want you 
to kill the bill in committee, and not let it 
loose for a vote on the floor of the House.” 


Later a minister of the same denomi- 
nation to which Reverend Wunderly be- 
longs was confronted with the ques- 
tion: “Why do you not observe the 
seventh day of the week as the Sabbath 
instead of the first day of the week?” 
Immediately he replied: “Why, you 
know the law of God was abolished 
when Christ nailed it to the cross, and 
nobody is to judge you in the observance 
of hely days.” These men blow both 
hot and cold. 


Shurch-Minded People 


Rev. H. K. Ober claimed that he rep- 
resented “millions of Christian-minded 
people in Pennsylvania” who were op- 
posed to this Bill No. 1703. He said: 

“I speak as a voice representing the church- 
minded people. We are here asking you to 
remember the great Book, God’s word. I am 
asking you in the name of High Heaven, in the 


name of the Christian people of Pennsylvania, 
to kill this bill.” 


Not a single argument was presented 
to the members of the State legislature 
that had a civil status. Every argument 
was purely religious and for the sake of 
God and religion, which in itself is good 
proof that Sunday laws are religious 
and only religious in nature and sub- 
stance. 
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Arguments on the Other Side 


On the other side, the Hon. Louis 
Schwartz, who introduced Bill No. 1705, 
made a brief statement, showing that 
when Pittsburgh voted for Sunday 
sports at the last election, the vote stood 
298,886 in favor and 73,299 against; 
Philadelphia voted 5 to 1 in favor of 
Sunday sports; Seranton voted 47,534 
in favor and 10,502 against; Pottsville 
voted 52,426 in favor and 14,025 against. 
He gave other figures showing that in 
many cities the vote stood 4 to 1 in favor 
of Sunday sports, and that these votes 
came largely from the church people. 

Mr. Schwartz quoted a statement from 
former President Theodore Roosevelt 
on “The Right of the People to Rule,” 
as follows: 

“Are the American people fit to govern them- 
selves, to rule themselves, to control themselves? 
I believe they are. I believe in the right of the 
people to rule... . 

“T believe, again, that the American people 
are, as a whole, capable of self-control and of 
learning by their mistakes. Our opponents pay 
lip-loyalty to this doctrine; but they show their 
real beliefs by the way in which they champion 
every device to make the nominal rule of the 
people a sham. 

“T have seant patience with this talk of the 
tyranny of the majority. Whenever there is 
tyranny of the majority, I shall protest against 
it with all my heart and with all my soul. But 
we are today suffering from the tyranny of 
minorities.” 


Mr. Schwartz said that the preachers 
who were opposed to his bill were greatly 
in the minority, and opposed a referen- 
dum because they knew the majority of 
the people in the State were opposed to 
the Sunday blue laws and would repeal 
them if they had an opportunity. 

Mr. Schwartz then introduced the 
writer, as general secretary of the Re- 
ligious Liberty Association and as a 
minister of the gospel, who spoke as 
follows : 

“T come before you this afternoon with clean 
hands. I have no ax to grind. I hold no brief 
for the theater and the motion picture show. 
I do not go to them myself. That is no reason 
why I should ask for a law to prevent other 
people from going to the theater. I am pastor 
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of a church of more than six hundred members, 
and when my members need discipline for Sab- 
bath violation, we do not hand them over to the 
civil magistrate for discipline, but we attend to 
that matter as a church. 

“T was born at Valley Forge, and the spirit 
of liberty is in my blood. I believe in observ- 
ing all the ten commandments exactly as God 
wrote them, and not as man interprets them. 
I believe that the fourth commandment should 
be observed as God wrote it. Considerable has 
been said about observing the fourth command- 
ment. Do you know the fourth commandment 
says that the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God? Sunday is not a holy day by 
divine commandment. Sunday was in the be- 
ginning observed as a voluntary religious cus- 
tom, and why should it be legalized now and 
compel all people to observe it? For three hun- 
dred years after the beginning of the Christian 
era there was not a single Sunday law in the 
entire Roman Empire, and Christianity flour- 
ished then in face of the greatest opposition, 
as it has never flourished since we have had 
Sunday laws. 

“Mr. Chairman, and members of the Commit- 
tee, I want to answer a few questions that have 
been raised. Dr. Forney said this bill was 
special legislation, since it singled out theaters 
and motion pictures. If there is any special 
legislation, certainly Sunday legislation is spe- 
cial legislation for a special class of religion- 
ists who observe Sunday. To be consistent, the 
Lord’s Day Alliance should oppose all Sunday 
legislation. They say this kind of legislation 
is antichurch, anti-Christian. I wish you could 
read the remarks made by the preachers of 
these same denominations back in the days 
when the founders of this Republic disestab- 
lished the legal State churches of America in 
the fundamental law of our land. They said 
that was antichurch and anti-Christian. They 
set forth the same identical arguments that are 
presented now in opposition to the repeal of the 
Sunday blue laws. But these preachers say 
they are now in favor of a separation of church 
and state, because they see now it was a benefit 
to the church and religion instead of a hin- 
drance. So will the repeal of the Sunday laws 
prove to be. 

“They say that 20 per cent of the population 
of Pennsylvania goes to Sunday school. Then 
80 per cent do not. Shall the 20 per cent con- 
trol the 80 per cent? Is that democracy? 
Forty-six per cent belong to the churches and 
54 per cent do not. Shall the 46 per cent con- 
trol the 54 per cent, and decide what the con- 
duct of the nonchurch members shall be on 
Sundays? They say that the ‘movies’ have six 
days in the week to do business and the church 
has only one, therefore the church should have 
the monopoly of Sunday. If the church has 
the monopoly of Sunday, according to their 
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argument, so that nobody else can do any busi- 
ness on Sunday, then the ‘movies’ have a mo- 
nopoly on six days, and the churches should not 
be allowed to hold services on those six days. 
How would the churches like that? What is 
fair for one is fair for the other. 

“T favor one day of rest in seven, but I do 
not believe the state should decide which day of 
rest the employer shall grant to his employees. 
Let the employer and the employee arrange 
that matter, and give the employee the right to 
choose his own day of rest. 

“They say this is a moral question. An act 
which is immoral on one day of the week is 
immoral on every day of the week. If the 
movie is immoral on Sunday, it is immoral on 
other days, and therefore should be closed up 
on every day of the week. If it is moral on 
Monday, it is moral on Sunday. If a church 
member goes to the theater on Sunday contrary 
to the church creed, then the member should be 
disciplined by the church, and not by the state. 
The church discipline should not be handed over 
to the civil magistrate. God never intended 
that any one should ever be forced under 
duress of the civil law in religious matters. 

“The ten commandments cannot be enforced 
by the state as God’s commandments, The 
state cannot regulate a man’s duties to God 
and religion, much less punish a man for of- 
fenses against God and religion. The con- 
science decides what we owe to God and re- 
ligion. The observance of the Sabbath day is 
a religious obligation, and not a civil one— 
a duty we owe to God, and not to Cesar.” 


Two Lutheran Ministers Speak 


Two Lutheran ministers spoke next. 
Rev. Herman Bielenberg, pastor of the 
Christ Lutheran Church of Oil City, 
Pennsylvania, said : 

“T have left my church to come to you be- 
cause I feel so deeply in this matter, as this is 
a question that affects religious and civil lib- 
erty. I am a minister of the gospel. My 
church is located on one side of Seneca Street 
and on the other side is a great motion picture 
house. I ask for that motion picture house the 
same liberty and freedom that I insist on for 
my church. 

“T told you that I am a minister of the 
gospel. I did not say I am a minister of the 
law. I work at the hearts of the people, and I 
do not come to you here at Harrisburg to try 
to convert my members. I convert them by the 
preaching of God’s word; and if anybody comes 
down here and wants you to convert his mem- 
bers, send him home, he has no business here. 

“The matter has been mentioned that Sunday 
is a religious day. There is no divine command- 
ment for Sunday observance. There are var- 
ious interpretations placed on Sunday. I, with 
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a good conscience, can take my fishing line and 
go fishing on Sunday afternoon. We ought to 
get rid of those laws that infringe on the per- 
sonal life of the people. I wish that our legis- 
lators here had given us a free and open Sunday 
in every respect, and let the atheist do what he 
chooses as long as he does not interfere with 
the rights of others. 

“It has been mentioned that we have for- 
gotten the past. I think other people have for- 
gotten the past. How was our country founded ? 
The king of England said of the Pilgrims: 
‘I will make them obey all religious things, 
or I will harrie them out of my kingdom;’ and 
he did finally harrie them out of his kingdom. 
They came to America to find what they did 
not have in Europe, religious liberty. What we 
want is religious liberty and religious equality.” 


Rev. Ernest Brand, a Lutheran min- 
ister of Pittsburgh, spoke next: 

“William Penn founded this commonwealth 
with the intention of giving religious liberty 
to all its citizens. Religious liberty is one of 
those things which have to work two ways. A 
particular group of people cannot insist on re- 
ligious liberty for themselves alone and deny it 
to others. I hold that the people of Pennsy]- 
vania have finally the decisive vote, instead of 
a lobby which has been active for years in 
Pennsylvania to keep the so-called Sunday laws, 
which are always referred to as ‘The Sabbath 
laws,’ on the statute books. No one can prove 
from the Bible that the Sabbath is Sunday. 
This bill is not antagonistic to the church 
people. Let this bill be passed.” 


Episcopal Ministers Speak 


The Rev. David C. Connelly, of the 
Mission Industrial School, of the Epis- 
copal denomination, spoke as follows: 

“I come here to you as a minister of Jesus 
Christ, and I am willing, in fact I am anxious, 
to go one step further than the clergyman from 
Oil City. He wants equal liberty for the athe 
ist and for himself. I am willing to do more. 
If the religion of Jesus Christ is so weak-kneed, 
so powerless, so impotent, so helpless, that 
Christ looking down from His cross cannot 
compete with Mae West and Jimmy Cagney, 
then I say bury the cross. 

“But Christianity—true Christianity— is not 
that weak. Two thousand years of living and 
drifting has brought the Christian church to 
this tragic state in which it is now. I am will- 
ing to stand in my pulpit at the very same time 
that Mae West is failing to be an angel, and 
if the things that I have to bring are not more 
interesting and more helpful than the swaying 
of hips, then I will close my church and go 
back to work in the coal mines where I once 
had a very good time. 
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“These gentlemen and ladies of the opposi- 
tion tell us that in the poor State of New York 
as soon as the ‘movies’ opened, only 5 per cent 
of the kids went to Sunday school. In the 
State of Pennsylvania 20 per cent go to Sunday 
school. Just as soon as something more at- 
tractive, more holding of the vision and en- 
thusiasm of youth appears, just so soon do the 
churches fail; and instead of fighting this bill, 
what we ought to do is to go back and mind the 
business of Jesus Christ, to convert the world 
first; and once the world is converted, they «do 
not need to make us good by law. 


“Go back to the beginning of the Christian 
church. Let us see what the Christian church 
accomplished in the first thirty years of its 
existence. Without any Sunday laws and in 
the face of the greatest opposition from the 
government, it made its greatest gains in win- 
ning souls for Christ. As a priest of the 
church, as an American citizen, more proud of 
that than anything else except priesthood, I 
plead with you, send these people back home, 
and let us decide what we please and do not 
please to do in harmony with our own con- 
science.” 


Rev. J. H. Hawkes, a minister of the 
Episcopal Church from Philadelphia, 
had this to say: 


“T am a minister of the gospel, and I am 
interested in certain fair play in the matter 
of religion. I believe that our worship should 
be voluntary and our keeping of any holy day 
should be voluntary. I think that as far as 
appealing to Cesar for our holy day, whether 
it be Saturday or Sunday, is wrong. I think 
any such appeal goes against Christ’s answer 
to ‘render to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s 
and to God the things that are God’s.’ I believe 
that religion will get along better if it is 
placed on an entire equality with sectarian 
things. 

“T, too, appeal to the committee to consider 
whether it is proper to keep a law on the statute 
books which takes away the religious liberties 
of many people. I think if religion is not vol- 
untary, it cannot be acceptable to God. You 
cannot legislate anybody into being a Chris- 
tian.” 


Rev. Oscar Tredor, of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of Harrisburg, Penn- 
sylvania, spoke as follows: 


“I see no more serious violation of the so- 
called Christian interpretation of the fourth 
commandment in moving picture attendance 
than in playing golf or baseball, or in any of 
the various forms of diversion which people 
today take on the so-called sabbath, but which 
I choose to call Sunday. If anything I may 
say seems to be severe upon my fellow religion- 
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ists present, remember what I say is more in 
pity than in censure. 

“T believe most of the difficulty of Sunday 
observance today is the fact that we preachers 
have so often given the people who have been 
crying for bread nothing but stone, and are 
only paying the penalty of our own shortcom- 
ings. I believe that the church of Christ can- 
not fail. I believe we are going through a 
change, and that when we Christian preachers, 
and Christian-minded men and women, get back 
again the spirit of Jesus Christ, not only on 
Sunday morning, but every day in the week, 
living the life that we profess on Sunday, 
then I believe never will the question of Sun- 
day observance arise, because it will settle 
itself. I say to you as a preacher of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, I can see no objection 
in submitting the bill, No. 1703, to the people 
of this commonwealth.” 


A number of other ministers spoke in 
favor of the bill. Space forbids exten- 
sive quoting, but we offer a few striking 
sentences : 

Rev. Frank W. Ruth: “If I can’t make the 
services in my church interesting enough to 
compete with Sunday laws, then it is my fault 
and not that of the law or Bible.” 

Rev. Arthur C. Baldwin, Pastor Chestnut 
Street Baptist Church, Philadelphia: “It has 
always been an unwholesome thing for the 
church to rely on the secular arm to do the 
work which it ought to do itself.” 

Dr. David M. Steele, Rector of Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia: “I am glad the 
legislature has gone as far as it has; I can 
even wish it had gone farther. I had long 
hoped for the outright repeal of the ridiculous 
blue law. Sunday exists for worship and for 
rest; rest means recreation.” 

Dr. John A. MacCallum, Pastor Walnut 
Street Presbyterian Church: “People who want 
to go to church will still do so. Force has 
never been an aid to religion.” 


Federation of Labor Against Sunday Laws 


Mr. John Phillips, president of the 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor, re- 
marked : 


“There are no other groups here opposing this 
legislation except the church group. This 
chureh group which has discussed this question 
is itself so openly divided upon this subject 
that it is a real question whether the opponents 
represent any real opinion in so far as the 
majority of the citizens of the State of Penn 
sylvania are concerned. 

“The Pennsylvania Federation of Labor is 
against such forms of legislation which restrict 
the liberties of the people. It speaks for 1,340 
organizations of labor. It is a metropolitan 
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group that represents all political organizations, 
all nationalities and colors, and all religions. 
It reflects the real desires of the people of 
Pennsylvania more.than does any organization 
organized strictly along class lines. 

“Four hundred delegates on last Thursday 
afternoon, in the forum, unanimously endorsed 
the bill now before your committee. We believe 
in the majority rule of the people. We know 
that a great many localities in Pennsylvania 
today are showing moving pictures regularly 
every Sunday, in spite of the Sunday law. 
We believe that a law which is openly violated 
every Sunday has a bad effect on the morals 
of the people, when it is against the moral 
desire of the people to exercise their liberty 
under the Constitution, and it ought to be 
wiped off the statute books.” 


The effect of the hearing was that the 
House of Representatives passed the bill 
with an overwhelming majority, grant- 
ing the people the right of a referendum 
on the question. 

A Senate committee also held a public 
hearing at a later date, and the Senate 
eventually voted in favor of the bill. 
It was signed by the governor on July 8. 








The Right to Interfere 
(Continued from page 16) 


Whereupon the elephant sat upon the nest to 
hatch out the eggs. The result was about as 
disastrous as much of our well-meaning broth- 
ering when carried on by persons who have not 
first fitted themselves to do it. 

“Before we step in to regulate another’s life, 
we must look to our motives as well as to our 
understanding. Why do I feel called upon to 
interfere? Is it a mere desire for meddling in 
other people’s business? Some persons have 
that. . . . Am I impelled to interfere with 
others because I envy them their enjoyments? 
Some people are. Some narrow-minded, puri- 
tanical souls, being afraid to enjoy certain 
pleasures themselves, set out to keep others 
from enjoying them. . . . Well, if we would 
be Christian, we must search our hearts to see 
that none of these motives impel us to interfere 
with our brothers. .. . 

“My friends, before we inject ourselves into 
the lives of others, we must look also at their 
situations, look long enough to see how we 
would feel if we were in their places, look lov- 
ingly enough to have the same respect for their 
personalities that we have for our own, for that 
is what it means to love our neighbors as our- 
selves... . 
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“Such sensitive regard for the inner shrine 
of others’ individualities would remove count- 
less frictions from our homes, take the jarring 
collisions out of our social circles, and put the 
Christian spirit into our Christian duty of be- 
ing at times our brother’s keeper.” 


We are glad to pass on to our readers 
this fine statement by Dr. Sockman, for 
though some may have heard the ad- 
dress, others may not, and such princi- 
ples as he has enunciated can never be 
too often repeated. H. H. V. 


Jailed for Greasing Truck on 
Sunday 


THE International News Service ecar- 
ried a dispatch from Bowling Green, 
Ohio, under date of July 9, reporting 
that a man had been arrested for violat- 
ing the Ohio statute which prohibits 
labor on Sunday. The offense was com- 
mitted in Perrysburg, a village north of 
Bowling Green. We give this dispatch 
as a further evidence of the spirit of in- 
tolerance which possesses some people, 
and as additional proof that when one 
wants to be disturbed, it doesn’t take 
much to do it. 

“Because he greased his truck at home on 
Sunday, I. W. Van Gunten, 37, Perrysburg 
truck driver, today languished in the county 
jail here, awaiting a hearing on a charge of 
violating the ancient Ohio statute prohibiting 
sabbath labor. 

“A neighbor, Margaret Castle, swore out the 
warrant for Van Gunten’s arrest. Mayor John 
W. Lyons, of Perrysburg, signed commitment 
papers.” 

As long as unchristian, un-American 
religious legislation remains upon the 
civil statute books, so long will people 
who feel called upon to regulate the 
manners and morals of their neighbors 
have an effective weapon in their hands 
for persecution. H. H. V. 


THE Modernism of today leads its 
devotees to praise man more than to 
give honor to God. 
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State Funds for Parochial Schools 


Prkom the newspapers which have 
come to our desk, it seems that 
Cleveland was a center of particularly 
earnest discussion of the measure intro- 
duced in the last session of the Ohio 
Legislature to give State aid to parochial 
schools. 

Besides the large number of Catholic 
priests and Protestant pastors who spoke 
or wrote upon the question, the Cleve- 
land Protestant Chureh Federation offi- 
cially opposed the Davis bill, while Dr. 
John R. Hagan, superintendent of the 
schools of the Cleveland Catholic Dio- 
cese, and Bishop Schrembs supported 
and defended it. A committee speaking 
for the Federation based their opposi- 
tion upon five points: 

1. To give public funds for parochial 
schools would be to surrender the prin- 
ciple upon which the American school 
system has been based; namely, that 
such funds should never under any cir- 
cumstances be diverted for any other 
purpose than the teaching of the public 
school curriculum, which is to be purely 
and exclusively secular. 

2. That citizens would be ealled upon 
to support a school system which teaches 
a religious faith that many citizens 
themselves do not accept; and if such 
aid is given to one church, it must be 
given to all, and to those who have no 
religious convictions or affiliations. 

3. That State aid to any parochial or 
sectarian schools must ultimately under- 
mine, if not completely destroy, the 
public school system. 

4. That the constitution of the State 
specifically prohibits the use of any part 
of the school funds of the State by any 
,eligion or sect. 

5. That such a use of publie funds 
really constitutes a union of chureh and 
state. 

Dr. Hagan, in a rather extended re- 
ply, charged that the Protestant minis- 
ters are “bitterly opposed to Catholic 
schools,” and even impugned the honesty 
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of their argument. He professed to be- 
lieve that if the legislature should pass 
a bill giving such help, it would be im- 
possible to bring any substantial case 
against it in the courts. His main argu- 
ment, however, rested upon the fact that 
Catholics are taxed to support public 
schools. He charged that since the State 
demands that education be given to 
every child, the parochial school is ac- 
tually only “complying with the com- 
pulsory educational laws of this State. 
... The State has a compulsory edu- 
cational law. It has the reciprocal obli- 
gation of providing means of complying 
with this law which does not violate the 
fundamental rights of conscience guar- 
anteed by the Federal Constitution.” 
He added that “Catholics may not send 
their children [to public schools] with- 
out violation of conscience.” Support- 
ing his claims, he referred to editorials 
in two of the leading Cleveland dailies, 
in which the writers held that Catholics 
are subjected to double taxation in 
supporting both public and parochial 
schools. 

The Federation’s committee, in reply- 
ing said: 

“We do deny the statement of the editors of 
the Cleveland Plain. Dealer and the Cleveland 
News, that parochial school supporters have sub- 
mitted to what amounts to a system of double 
taxation, if the worthy editors mean to imply 
that the Catholics are compelled by the State 
to pay for the Roman Catholic parochial schools. 
On the contrary, we would point out that, while 
the Catholics are not compelled to double taxa- 
tion by the State, since the levy made for 
parochial schools is made by the church and 
not by the State, if the Davis bill is passed, 
Protestants, Jews, and all minority groups 
which do not accept the faith of the Roman 
Catholie Church will be compelled into what is 
virtually a double taxation.” 


Replying to Dr. Hagan’s claims that 
Catholics may not send their children to 
public schools without violation of con- 
science, the committee said : 


“This statement should be addressed, not to 
us, but to the fathers of the Ohio constitution 
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and the founders of the American Republic. 
We do respect the conscientious objections of 
the Roman Catholic and all others in religious 
matters, and we say to all, Teach your children 
religion in your own way, but pay the bill. 
Do not compel religionists or infidels, or any 
other group, to pay for the religious instruction 


of Roman Catholics,” 
They emphatically denied that Cath- 


olics had been merely asking assistance 
to do what the State had commanded to 


be done. They continued: 


“The State has ordered you to give your 


children a secular education, and it has pro- 
vided the public school for that purpose. The 
State has not ordered you to set up parochial 
schools for teaching religion. That this is pre- 


cisely the basie purpose of the parochial schools 
is evidenced by a statement made by Bishop 


Schrembs, published on page 17 of the sixteenth 
anniversary number of the Catholic Universe 
Bulletin, December, 1934: ‘The secret of the 
sturdy growth of the Catholic Church in the 
United States has been the parochial school 
system. . . . On the anvil of parochial school 
experience are hammered out lives that are 
Catholic in word and deed. ... This is the 
legacy of the parochial school to the church.’ 
Nothing could be clearer. This is precisely our 
view of the parochial school system, and proves 
the validity of our position that to appropriate 
State funds for this system would do violence 
to the conscience of all non-Catholic groups, 
and strike at the very heart of our cherished 
American ideals and institutions.” 


Dr. Hagan had strongly intimated 
that he believed the action of the church 
council was unchristian, and that its 
members were uncharitable in their atti- 
tude to the claims of the Roman Church. 
Replying to this charge, Dr. Dan F. 
Bradley, a Protestant clergyman, in a 
letter addressed to the editor of the 
Plain Dealer, says that Dr. Hagan’s lan- 
guage “is somewhat curious, inasmuch 
as the Catholic Church has never rec- 
ognized Protestant ministers as valid 
Christians, and dces not receive mem- 
bers of our churches as valid Christians, 
nor in the case of marriage between 
Catholies and Protestants as valid mar- 
riages unless solemnized by the priest. 
Priests and bishops have tolerated sis- 
ters in parochial schools in teaching the 
children that Protestants are headed for 
hell. Catholic priests refuse to speak in 
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our pulpits. Missions are held, adver- 
tised to convert Protestants.” 

Taking up the question of the differ- 
ence between the public and parochial 
schools with respect to State supervision, 
Dr. Bradley asks: 

“Would the Catholie schools of Ohio be will- 
ing to submit to State supervision as to teach- 
ers and curriculum? At present Catholic teach- 


ers are accepted and appointed in all Ohio pub- 
lic schools in Cleveland by the hundred, but 
none except a Catholic can be appointed to a 
parochial school.” 

Carrying Dr. Bradley’s idea a little 
further, another writer in the Plan 
Dealer says: 

“T object to being taxed to support schools 
about which I have no voice. I do not have the 


opportunity to vote for the board of education 
of the parochial schools. I cannot serve on their 
boards of education. I object to being taxed 
without representation. The Roman Catholics 
are permitted to help elect the boards of educa- 
tion of publie schools. They may teach in pub- 
lic schools. It is unfair that they ask the 
State to pay for their schools.” 

During the discussion, the supporters 
of the bill had repeatedly urged that the 
aid asked was for an emergency and was 
a temporary, not a permanent measure. 
Dr. Hagan had resorted to the specious 
argument that the Catholics were not 
asking for any portion of the public 
school funds. He said that the money 
which they sought was to come from a 
fund specially raised to meet emergency 
conditions. No one could be confused 
by such an argument either from school 
funds or other tax funds. The money 
would be levied against the whole popu- 
lation for the benefit of a favored class. 

Apparently to embarrass opponents 
and make them appear small and mean, 
it was asked: “What is three million 
dollars to a State as rich as Ohio?” 
Dr. J. H. Goldner, of the Euclid Avenue 
Christian church, properly and foree- 
fully replied: “It is not the length of 
this step that gives us concern, but its 
direction. Its direction is ominous, as 
the tragic history of the past emphati- 
cally warns us.” 

Every one knows it is better to pre- 
vent an evil than to attempt to correct 
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it after it is done. Custom and usage 
have a way of forging strong fetters. 
Precedent is not easily broken. We will 
do well to take alarm at the first en- 
croachment upon our liberties, at the 
first sign of a union of church and state. 
H. H. V. 
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Divine and Human Government 
(Continued from page 11) 


still remains true that “the powers that 
be are ordained of God.” The power to 
do justice and judgment, to protect the 
weak and punish the evildoer, is as truly 
divine in its origin and as God-honoring 
in its proper exercise as is the power to 
cultivate the soil or to reap the fruits of 
the earth. Therefore all are to honor 
constituted government by giving it re- 
spect and obedience. 


“Alabama’s State Religion” 


NDER the above caption the Mont- 
gomery (Ala.) Advertiser, in an 
editorial, clearly points out that ac- 
cording to the rulings of the State 
Court of Appeals and the State Su- 
preme Court of Alabama in a recent 
ease barring citizens from testifying in 
court who do “not believe in a Supreme 
Being who judges the dead and rewards 
or punishes them,” the State of Alabama 
virtually and for all practical purposes 
has an established State religion. 

The Alabama Court of Appeals, in 
disqualifying a citizen of Alabama as a 
witness because he stated he was an un- 
believer, said that “it was required that 
there should be a belief in an omniscient 
Supreme Being exercising the power to 
reward truth and punish falsehood.” 
Concerning this statement, the Mont- 
gomery Advertiser asks the question: 

“Tf an unbeliever is disqualified as a witness, 
is he not also disqualified as a juror and as a 
public official, both of whom are required to 
take an oath? And if a citizen is disqualified 
as witness, juror, and official because he does 


not believe in personal rewards and punish- 
ments after death, does his government not dis- 
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criminate against him because of his religious 
belief? Are not his plain rights as a citizen 
limited because he is a dissenter?” 


The editor of the Advertiser raises 
another important question : 

“What are the rights of a citizen who while 
believing in the existence of a Supreme intelli- 
gence, yet does not believe in a celestial system 
of personal rewards and personal punishments? 
There are thousands of respectable Alabamians 
in this category—millions in the country at 
large. Is their pledge to tell the truth (in the 
courtroom) and to obey the Constitution and 
the statutes (as public officials) worthless be- 
cause they conscientiously dissent from the re 
ligious orthodoxy imbedded in the old common 
law?” 

The Court of Appeals, in its decision, 
further stated: 

“The whole fabric of this nation from its 
inception to the present time is founded on a 
belief in a Supreme Being whose guiding hand 
is recognized and invoked in our most solemn 
governmental pronouncements.” 


The editor of the Advertiser asks 


further : 

“What ‘governmental pronouncement’ is more 
‘solemn’ than the Constitution of the United 
States? It is a purely political document. It 
is a purely secular document. Not one line in 
it refers to a Supreme Being.” 


Moreover, the Declaration of Rights 
of the constitution of Alabama expressly 


States: 

“That no religion shall be established by 
law; that no preference shall be given by law 
to any religious sect, society, denomination, or 
mode of worship; . . . that no religious test 
shall be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under this State; and that the 
civil rights, privileges, and capacities of any 
citizen shall not be in any manner affected by 
his religious principles.” 

It is therefore very evident that the 
statutes and court decisions of Alabama 
are in direct conflict with the constitu- 
tion of that State. The editor of the 
Montgomery Advertiser has well said: 

“In practice the American people have not 
been faithful to the pledges made by their fa- 
thers regarding the rights of private conscience, 
and other rights; but if there is any one well- 
established fact about our system of govern- 
ment, it is that the purpose of the prophets 
who made it was to protect all men in their 
right to entertain any religious convictions of 
their choice, and that no man’s standing before 
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the law should be prejudiced because of his pri- 
vate religious convictions, or lack of religious 
convictions. His life and property should not 
be jeopardized because he could not swear in 
their defense without committing perjury. 

“The genius of our governmental institutions 
is affronted by the laws of Alabama, if the 
laws of Alabama are correctly interpreted by 
the State Court of Appeals when it says: 
‘There is no place in our whole governmental 
structures for a belief which ties man to the 
rocks and elods, and places him on a level with 
the beasts of the field.’ 

“But we prefer to regard this as rhetoric 
rather than a statement of the laws of the 
Medes and Persians. Actually there is a place 
in our ‘governmental structures’ for all dis- 
senters and for all believers. If there is no 
place for dissenters, then this is a theocracy 
rather than the ‘republic of republics,’ where 
the conscience of the individual of good will 
is inviolable. 

“If the Court of Appeals is right, then Ala- 
bama has a State religion.” 


We agree with the editor of the Ad- 
vertiser that Alabama has a State reli- 
gion when it requires a religious test in 
order to qualify its citizens to bear testi- 
mony before its courts, to act as jurors, 
and to hold public office, all of which 
require the oath based on a belief in a 
God who gives future rewards and pun- 
ishments. 

But Alabama is not alone in the mat- 
ter of requiring a religious test of public 
office holders. There are six other States 
in the Union that have similar statutes. 
The work of eliminating legal religious 
establishments is far from completed in 
the United States. The Liperty maga- 
zine, as the official organ of the Religious 
Liberty Association, has an important 
mission to fulfill in bringing about a 
complete separation of church and state 
and the right of the free exercise of the 
conscience in matters of religious belief 
without State interference. 

5S Ss = 

Stn cannot be subdued and conquered 
by the law or by the sword any more 
than by pills or surgery. 
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Gop intends this old sinful world to 
serve as a crucible, and not as a feather 
bed for the Christian. 
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A Pertinent Question 


It is evident that it is the purpose of 
the “Brain Trust” to radically amend 
the Constitution of the United States. 
But just what change or changes are to 
be made in the fundamental law has not 
yet been stated. 

The people have an unquestionable 
right to amend the Constitution, but 
there is a limit to the legitimate powers 
of the people. Of the rights of con- 
science, the United States Senate said 
many years ago, in a resolution written 
by Richard M. Johnson: 

“Despotic power may invade those 
rights, but justice still confirms them.” 


We should like to know what, if any, 
change it is proposed to make in the 
wording of the First Amendment, which, 
as it now stands, guarantees freedom of 
religion, of speech, and of the press. 

Cc. P. B. 


The Wrong Use of Power 
(Continued from page 15) 


command, that they could even think of 
resorting to any other force to accom- 
plish these desired results. 

This power that the church has at 
its command, is the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and this power the Master prom- 
ised to the church to the very end of 
time. No church, no minister of the 
church, need be without that power. It 
is a power feared by every evil force. 
The queen of Scotland once said, “I fear 
the prayers of John Knox more than the 
armies of England.” The prayer of 
faith in the hands of men possessing this 
power has changed the plans of kings, 
has closed the mouths of lions, has 
quenched the violence of fire, has sub- 
dued mighty armies, has broken the very 
hardest hearts, and accomplished won- 
ders far too numerous to mention. 

A mighty revival in the church of 
today, a thorough conversion of its min- 
istry and people, would bring about a 
change in society that would stop this 
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terrible trend toward evil so prevalent 
everywhere. 

How sad the picture to see men and 
women who might, by taking the neces- 
sary steps, be in possession of this 
mighty power, turn to that weaker 
power in possession of the state, to 
accomplish the work the church is or- 
dained to do. 

If the church would knock at the 
doors of heaven, and seek and ask for 
this divine power, she would not have to 
knock at the door of the halls of Con- 
gress, and seek from the hands of weak 
and finite men the accomplishment of 
her ends. 


Ss BS SS 
“Obey God Rather Than Man” 


Aiptser this caption, the Miistry, a 
preachers’ organ, makes this clear, 
Biblical, and commonsense statement of 
Christian duty toward civil government: 


“The church of Christ is an anomaly in the 
world. Physically it is a part of the world, 
and has to do with material, natural things; 
but its heart and all its affections are not of 
the world, but are given to God, a spiritual 
Being who absorbs all that is valuable and 
precious in man. The Christian cannot divide 
his affections. To him the spiritual kingdom 
established in his heart is so much more highly 
esteemed than any earthly kingdom that he 
refuses to set his affections on this world. Yet 
he cheerfully pays tribute, and obeys all gov- 
ernmental laws that do not contravene his 
loyalty and love to God. 

“When, therefore, a state or government de- 
mands that its citizens recognize the state as 
supreme in matters of conscience, and that it 
be obeyed, regardless of the right or wrong of 
its demands, it usurps the place of God and 
becomes an oppressive power. When the state 
attempts to control the consciences of men in 
spiritual things, . . . it exceeds its preroga- 
tives, and enters into the realm where each 
citizen must decide whether he will obey God 
or man.” 


These words are especially timely 
since we are living in an era when gov- 
ernment of the people, for the people, 
and by the people is so largely being 
displaced by dictators who ride rough- 
shod over the dearest of all human 
rights, namely, the rights of conscience. 
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“Religious Public Schools’? 


HE Glendale (Arizona) News, under 

date of July 26, 1935, carries an 
editorial entitled, “Indirect Support of 
Sectarian Schools.” We regret that 
space does not permit extensive quoting 
from this able article, which was evi- 
dently prompted by the fact that the 
State of Texas was soon to vote upon an 
amendment to its constitution, which, if 
adopted, would permit the expenditure 
of public funds for the purchase of 
schoolbooks for pupils in sectarian 
schools. The fact that Louisiana, 
through what is known as “Severance 
Tax Fund Acts,” has provided textbooks 
for private and parochial schools, and 
the further fact that these acts have 
been upheld by the State supreme court, 
have doubtless given hope to religious 
bodies in other States. We agree with 
the editor of the Glendale News when 
he says: 

“The gravity of this question cannot be over- 
estimated, for some observers even now declare 
that a name has already been suggested for the 
schools whose children are to be thus supplied 
with textbooks, and later with other essentials 
of education from State funds. These schools 
are to be known as ‘Religious Public Schools.’ 
What a pleasing and euphonious name to the 
unsuspecting and unthinking citizen! 

“Alas! In America, the way is marked out 
for a very basic connection between state and 
church. The way is through the education of 
sectarian school children out of public funds! 

“The answer of the Texas voters this week 
to the proposed amendment to supply free text- 
books to all the school children of that State, 
irrespective of the private or public character 
of the school they attend, is most important. 
The principles involved in this amendment are 
as sacred to the liberties of a free people as 
were the causes for which the patriots of the 
Lone Star State fought at the Alamo, Goliad, 
and San Jacinto.” 


We trust that the people of Texas will 
refuse to take the first step toward an 
alliance of church and state. We be- 
lieve that the only way to preserve tie 
liberties which our forefathers bought 
for us, is to take alarm at the first at- 
tempted encroachment upon them. 

We once knew an old man in a small 
town who had some reputation as a 
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“store-box philosopher.” He had served 
in one of the country’s wars, and seemed 
to remember better the cooties he met 
than the bullets of the enemy. Many a 
time have we heard him say, “There is 
only one way to kill lice,—kill the nits.” 
H. H. V. 
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Lutheran Minister Brands Sunday 
Laws as a Menace 


ee all Protestant ministers are in 
favor of compulsory Sunday ob- 
servance laws. When the Sunday law 
repeal measure was pending before Gov- 
ernor Pinchot of Pennsylvania, awaiting 
his signature, there were seventy-five 
ministers—Protestants, Catholies, and 
Jews—who sent letters and telegrams to 
the governor, requesting him to sign the 
bill which would allow the public to ex- 
press their wishes in the matter of a par- 
tial repeal of the Sunday law of 1794. 
Among them were quite a number of 
Lutheran ministers of the Missouri 
Synod. 

In a newspaper interview, Rev. Her- 
man Bielenberg, of Oil City, Pennsyl- 
vania, pastor of the Christ Lutheran 
church, says: 


“My sincere conviction is that Sunday ob- 
servance laws are contrary to the spirit of free 
American government, an infringement on the 
natural rights of free citizens, a source of re- 
ligious persecution, and a’ menace to the con- 
tinued and coveted tranquillity of chureh and 
state.” 


After making the above declaration, 
Reverend Bielenberg continued : 


“T have the best interests of my community 
at heart, as well as the Constitution of our be- 
loved country, with its noble ideals of separa- 
tion of church and state. Americans ought 
seriously to address themselves to these momen- 
tous matters, and enter into their consideration 
without bias or prejudice, if they would have 
their country remain what, under God, it has 
been in the past, namely, a haven of refuge for 
those who desire freedom of worship according 
to the dictates of their conscience, unhampered 
by state and governmental agencies.” 


It is heartening to know that not all 
Protestant ministers are in favor of Sun- 
day laws. There are some who have not 
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bowed the knee to Baal. How any min- 
ister of the gospel can favor the intro- 
duction of force into religion, is beyond 
our comprehension. If there was one 
thing that Christ condemned above an- 
other, it was the employment of force in 
the matter of Sabbath observance. He 
swept aside the petty restrictions which 
men had placed upon the Sabbath com- 
mandment, and restored it to its pristine 
beauty, freed from the narrow interpre- 
tations which the Jews had imposed 
upon it. He taught that the only service 
that is acceptable to God is freewill serv- 
ice emanating from the heart and con- 
seience of the individual. The Jews had 
a legal religion, and it engendered hy- 
pocrisy and intolerance. 

The sooner Christian ministers follow 
gospel methods and means, the better 
will it be for Christianity and _ the 
ehurch. The taproot of Christianity is 
Christian charity and forbearance. A 
legal religion is a stranger to brotherly 
love. 


The Trend of Our Times 
Bodes Evil 


(Continued from page 9) 


to the one voice in the world that speaks 
a universal tongue. Japan has now 
turned her face toward Rome, establish- 
ing diplomatic relations with that church 
which is more than a church, that state 
which is more than a state. If the pres- 
ent and the future may be measured by 
the past, then the trend of our times 
bodes evil. If all roads must lead to 
Rome; if the statesmen of earth, with 
arms outstretched toward Rome, must 
play the game of the centuries with a 
religio-political power whose aim has 
ever been the spiritual domination of 
the world, then the clock of time will be 
turned back to the Dark Ages, and the 
dragon voice of persecution will once 
more be heard in dread reality. 

If political “groups” and economic 
“eroups” may regiment for a nation, it 
will not be long until religious “groups” 
may take their turn. Already the Fed- 
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eral Council of Churches has endorsed 
the calendar “reform,” which would de- 
stroy the sequence of the days of the 
week, and thus obliterate every trace of 
the day of worship made sacred by the 
God of heaven at the creation of the 
world. Sunday-closing measures would 
have been written into every code had 
it not been for the vigilance of men who 
were guarding the most sacred of human 
rights,—the right to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of conscience, in 
the manner and at the time chosen by 
the individual. The dangers are real. 
The potentialities are serious. 

God grant that our ship of state may 
be guided through the channel of democ- 
racy, tried and found true through a 
century of progress. For if America 
turns to the left, following the foot- 
steps of Italy or of Germany or of 
Russia, our civilization is doomed to 
the darkness of despotism. 


News Note 


HE Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch of 
May 7 carried the following item: 


“School officials of Perue Township, Huron 
County, spent $833.99 illegally in carrying out 
a contract with the St. Alphonsus parochial 
school, Rosabel Loney, a State examiner, held 
in a report filed with the Bureau of Account- 
ing, Tuesday. 

“The contract, approved in January, 1934, 
by a three-to-two vote of the township school 
board, called for the use by the board of two 
rooms in the parochial school at $1 a year 
rental, the township board to pay $90 a. month 
for each teacher. While supervision was to be 
under the county board of education, the 
course and textbooks were to be recommended 
by the Toledo diocesan school board. 

“Religious teachers were to be employed by 
the board, but there was to be free exercise of 
religious beliefs. The school board also was 
to furnish heat, light, and necessary repair, 
and pay taxes.” 


It occurs to us that the State examiner 
is right in concluding that money can- 
not be legally paid for the support of 
any school that has its textbooks chosen 
and its course prescribed by a religious 
organization. 
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From things brought to our attention, 
it is evident that a number of things 
have been allowed to go on in parts of 
Ohio which cannot be justified or ex- 
cused, and which have served to make 
our Catholic friends feel that their in- 
fluence in the State is such that they can 
demand more and more at the hands of 
the State. 

When the local priests at Tiffin, Ohio, 
proposed that the public school board 
take over certain parochial schools and 
operate them as a part of the city’s pub- 
lic school system, they suggested a course 
which the State’s attorney-general held 
to be in conflict with the State’s consti- 
tution. But in their presentation of 
their plan, they said: 

“The legality of our proposition does not 
seem to be open to question, in view of the 
fact that there are many schools in the State 
of Ohio actually operating in accordance with 
the plan.” 

Instead of extending a course that is 
contrary to the fundamental law of the 
State, steps should be immediately taken 
to correct all violation of its provisions. 
We believe that parts of Ohio need a 
thorough reform on the relation of pa- 
rochial schools to public school property, 
public funds, and the wearing of reli- 
gious garb by teachers in public schools. 

H. H. V. 
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The Power of an Ideal 


THouGuHtTs and ideals are more power- 
ful than armies, and history bears testi- 
mony to the fact that a right ideal has 
caused many otherwise impregnable 
fortresses to crumble as well as power- 
ful governments to be overthrown. For 
this reason dictators and tyrants are 
opposed to granting freedom of speech 
and of the press, knowing full well that 
they cannot stand before an ideal if it 
is allowed to circulate freely. 
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WE should place the same emphasis 
upon the duties of citizens as upon their 
rights. 
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A Sure Guaranty of Religious 
Liberty 


A cIviL government which persecutes 
religion and interferes with its free ex- 
ercise, is destined to destroy its own sta- 
bility; and a state religion that employs 
the civil government to persecute the 
nonstate religions or sects, paves the 
way for its own final downfall and ruin. 
Whoever is wrong, one thing is abso- 
lutely certain, the persecutor is never 
right. Religious bigotry and intoler- 
ance always lead to religious persecution 
whenever power is entrusted to the hands 
of overzealous religionists. 

The only government that does not in- 
dulge in religious persecution is the gov- 
ernment that remains absolutely neutral 
upon all religious matters, and vouch- 
safes the free exercise of the conscience 
to each individual in religious matters. 
Equality of all religions and all individ- 
uals before the law, in theory and in 
practice, is the only guaranty against 
religious persecution. 
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Sparks From the Editor’s Anvil 


WE cannot possess what we do not 
share with others. 


THE noblest characters are made and 
sanctified by tribulation. 


FUNDAMENTALISM may do the world 
as little good as Modernism when it is 
overworked and emanates from the head 
instead of the heart. 


Tue legal Puritanism of New Eng- 
land in colonial times led the people to 
praise God more than to exercise char- 
ity toward their neighbors. 


Ir God should answer every prayer 
for power, it would mean disaster to 
many dissenting saints, and a perversion 
of the principles of charity. 


CooPERATION and not coercion should 
be the spirit and motive power animat- 
ing the various sects of Christianity in 
their relationship to one another. 
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A THEORY is accepted as a jewel until 
it is crushed by a fact. 


Aw act of charity disarms an enemy, 
and serves as a steppingstone to his 
heart. 


ARTIFICIAL Christianity will never re- 
form the world, even when sustained 
by law. 


A coNSENT to limit the inalienable 
rights of the people means their ultimate 
forfeiture. 


Many a_preacher’s sermons are 
spoiled by his tongue outside of the 
pulpit forum. 


A LEGAL religion confesses there is no 
inherent virtue and merit to reeommend 
it to the public. 


Huminity and piety cease to be such 
as soon as they place themselves on 
publie exhibition. 


MEN prize their heritage of freedom 
most when they have to fight and suffer 
for its preservation. 


No ideals of life will succeed which 
do not take into account human weak- 
nesses and selfishness. 


A HOLIER-THAN-THOU Pharisee is 
never satisfied until he has enacted his 
religious notions into law. 


Ir is just as impossible to make an 
unrighteous person a Christian by law 
as it is to square a circle. 


Ir we were to eliminate every “Thou 
shalt not” because it runs contrary to 
human nature, every law would have to 
be repealed. 


WHEN the Christian religion depends 
upon the state for support, it confesses 
that it is a weak, sickly thing, and not 
Christianity. 


THE story of man in the Bible is the 
record of man made in the image of God 
through creation, man unmade through 
sin, and man remade by the grace of 
God instead of by law. 
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Baptists and Political Activity 


ARLY in June of this year, more 

than 2,000 delegates to the Northern 
Baptist Convention met in annual ses- 
sion at Colorado Springs. This meeting 
was of special interest to the general 
public because of a resolution intro- 
duced by the Social Action Committee, 
reading thus: 

“The church should not concede to the po- 
litical state even neutrality, let alone absolute 
sovereignty, in all matters aside from religious 
worship and_ exercise. 
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state and the citizenry, | 
is to see that all the acts | 
of the state are in ac- | 
cordance with the highest 
ideals.” 


Our Front Cover 


THE beautiful picture on our front 
cover will be admired by all. But some 





bring pressure to bear upon the civil 
state to maintain the highest ideals, they 
are denying to others the liberty they 
claim for themselves. 

Surely Baptists have suffered enough 
for their faith to beware of any policy 
that could result in nothing short of 
practically a union of church and state, 
even though it might not be so called. 

American Baptists should recall the 
fact that while in the early history of 
the American colonies, some of their 

brethren were not 
———=| burned at the stake, 
or even hanged, as 
were the_ so-called 
witches, they were 
whipped for their re- 


The report of the 
committee was not 
adopted, but was 
ordered printed for 
careful study before 
the joint meeting of 
the Northern and 
Southern Conven- 
tions to be held in 
St. Louis next year. 

The Baptists will 
need to watch their 
steps, or they may un- 


may ask, “What has an eagle to do with 
liberty >?” The answer is not far to seek: 
The Bald Eagle is a fit emblem of 
American freedom, because of his love 
of liberty and his ability to cope success- 
fully with difficulties. Both these char- 
acteristics were essential, and existed in 
the founders of the American Republic. 
If it be said that the eagle loves lib- 
erty only for himself and his kind, we 
reply: That is probably true of all 
wild life, but it is not true of man, 
who reasons from cause to effect. And 
so, while the eagle cares only for him- 
self, man must realize that he only is 
truly free who accords to his fellow 
human beings the same liberty that 
thrills and ennobles his own soul. 





fusal to maintain the 
highest ideals by hav- 
ing their children 
christened. Let Bap- 
tists recall the facts 
of history, and re- 
main true to the 
standards for which 
many of like faith 
even yielded up their 
lives rather than re- 
nounce the principles 
of religious liberty. 





wittingly undo much 








of their excellent brit 


work of more than 

four centuries in behalf of religious 
liberty. The church, as such, cannot 
consistently dictate to the state and at 
the same time say to the civil govern- 
ment, “Hands off from our affairs.” 

In Europe, Catholics burned Protes- 
tants, and in turn Protestants burned 
Catholics, in order to maintain what 
they honestly believed were the highest 
ideals, 

Catholic citizens and Protestant citi- 
zens may alike, as citizens, throw their 
individual influence on the side of what 
they severally believe to be the highest 
ideals, but when, associated together as 
members of a chureh, whether that 
church be Protestant or Catholic, they 
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A FORMAL official prayer read by a 
preacher ascends no higher than the 
sound of his voice. 


A sTaTE religion operates on the 
hypothesis that the kingdom of God will 
be ushered into this world through the 
gateway of polities. 


Wuat the church needs is not more 
members, but better members; not more 
preachers, but better preachers; not 
more prestige, but better prestige. 


THE crime and casualty record of 
intoxicating liquor has proved the 
Twenty-first Amendment to be a most 
“ignoble experiment.” 


LIBERTY, 1935 
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Activities of Red Cross 


iene Red Cross gave emergency relief 
and aided in re-establishing stricken 
families on a self-sustaining basis in 85 
disasters in the ten months ending May 
1, 1935. Appropriations for these relief 
tasks were $585,850. 

Tornadoes, floods, dust storms, and 
hailstorms in many States occurring in 
May and June ealled for relief to addi- 
tional thousands of families. Unprece- 
dented high waters in tributaries of 
the Missouri River in 
Colorado, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, and Missouri, 
presented a large re- 
lief problem to the Red 
Cross. 

Launching a Home 
and Highway First 
Aid and Accident Pre- 
vention campaign to 
eut mounting § acci- 
dent fatalities, the Red 
Cross will draw upon 
almost a million per- 
sons trained in first 
aid. During 1934- 
1935, 161,000  certifi- 





Hope for Russia 


NDER the ezars of Russia there was 

no religious liberty. The Greek Or- 

thodox Church was established by royal 

decree, and no other form of religion 
was tolerated. 

The Soviet regime sought to blot out 
all religion, and to make not only the 
government, but the whole population 
thoroughly atheistic. 

Now, however, it is reported that 
Soviet Russia has rediscovered the value 
of family life, and 
many of the people are 
returning to more nor- 
mal habits and greater 
freedom, not only of 
thought, but of expres- 
sion. 

It is to be hoped 
that the Soviet lead- 
ers will be just enough 
to permit to all others 
the same liberty of 
thought, belief, and 
action they claim for 
themselves. 

Possibly some, at 
least, if not all of those 





cates were issued to { et same atheistic leaders 
ie ot i : y in time see that 
first aiders, and this Still the Greatest Mother | may in time see that 


instruction was given 
to American Legion 
posts and other groups, 
including police, firemen, and highway 
patrols. More than 50,000 CCC boys 
and men have been taught in camp. 

More than a million visits to and on 
behalf of the sick were made by Red 
Cross public health nurses during the 
year. Red Cross nurses were busy in 
combating several epidemics, notably 
the measles and respiratory disease 
enidemics following the Midwest dust 
storms. Teaching men and women, boys 
and girls, how to aid sick members of 
their own families through home hygiene 
and eare of the sick courses was an in- 
creasing activity during the year. Care 
of mothers and infants and child health 
work is a vital activity of these nurses. 


Annual Roll Call—November 11 to 28 


as all men must believe 
in the eternity of some- 
thing, it is quite as 
easy and even more reasonable to believe 
that that something is God, rather than 
dead, senseless matter. The Christian 
starts with God, and in Him finds eter- 
nal life. The atheist starts with lifeless 
matter, and finds only eternal death, 
everlasting oblivion. 

Common sense demands that every 
man shall have the right to choose be- 
tween these widely divergent views, and 
to shape his life accordingly. 

Is it possible that Russian atheists 
have become liberal enough to concede 
to their fellow men the same rights they 
claim for themselves? We shall see. 
But at present the outlook is not 
promising. 











ountain Sublime 


BY W. S. RITCHIE 


O MOUNTAINS, vast, sublime, and still, 
With strong impulse I feel thy thrill 
That woos me from the lower sod 
Nearer my Maker and my God. 


Thy granite walls of sheer ascent 
Stand an enduring monument 

Of Him who by almighty power 
Carved thy vast outlines in an hour. 


Thy beauty more enchantment brings 
Than marble palaces of kings; 

The pictures in thy galleries, 

The Master’s handiwork are these. 


The noble pines upon thy crest 
May harbor some proud eagle’s nest; 
The murmuring boughs far overhead 
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Will canopy our leafy bed. 


High over fogs in valleys low 


The sunlight lingers on thy brow; 


The stars and moon with luster here 


Shine in a brighter atmosphere. 


O mighty mountains, grand and free, 


Thy air brings thoughts of liberty, 
Of life and freedom from the pain 











That haunts the dwellers of the plain. 





The Great White Throne, a Moun- God of the mountains, Thee I love; 
tain in Zion National Park,- Utah. 


Phstectent. Xinnetiiay thidasnettPaitc Their beauty came from Thee above. 
Service, U.S. Dept. of the Interior. When earth is made all new and fair, 


Let me then tread Thy mountains there. 



































